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Mid-Autumn (Moon Cake) Festival
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The ancient “Mid-autumn Festival” has been
celebrated in Hobart with a successful luncheon
hosted by the Chinese Community Association of
Tasmania (CCAT).

The festival, also called the Moon Cake Festival,
marks China’s annual time for fellowship and
family reunion.

It was derived from the historic custom of moon
worship dating back to the Shang Dynasty
(c.1600-1046 BC) and is also celebrated in many
East Asian communities in the Northern
Hemisphere’s mid-Autumn (during the eighth
month, coinciding with the harvest season). ltis
considered the second most important Festival in
China after Chinese New Year. Chinese
communities celebrate by gathering for dinners
and lighting paper lanterns, having long believed
that worshiping the moon and eating together at
a round table will bring them good luck and

CCAT’s banquet luncheon was greeted with the Chinese community’s typical enthusiasm
and camaraderie when more than 140 gathered at the Association’s clubhouse in North
Hobart on Sunday, September 4. The lavish banquet (complete with table service) was
catered for by Johnaton, Trevor and Ruby with expert assistance from Ken Yan on the day,
Committee members and friends gathered the day before laying the tables and initial
preparation. The luncheon also gave diners the opportunity to join relatives and friends as
they enjoyed mooncakes, a traditional Chinese delicacy which symbolises the harvest moon
in the night sky.




The luncheon got underway with a welcome from Association President Daniel Chan,
followed by thoughts on the occasion by the State Attorney-General and Clark MP Elise
Archer, representing the State Government and the Lord Mayor of Hobart City Councillor
Anna Reynolds.

Entertainment by children from the Community were highlights of the event, with other
features including the popular tradition of lucky door prizes and raffles.
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Tasmania Chinese School 25" Anniversary Celebration

The Tasmania Chinese School (TCS) was established in 1997 as a non-religious, non-profit community
school operating under the auspices of the Chinese Community Association of Tasmania. Today the
School has grown from about 25 students and three teachers to about 100 students, 13 teachers and
many volunteers with about ten language classes, one or two adult classes depending on demand.

The school also offers pre and after school classes for students to learn more about Chinese culture
through creative painting and drawing, clay modelling, dance, choir and Go classes for children.

The purpose of the TCS is to cultivate and promote traditional Chinese culture, engaging students in
Chinese learning, and to provide students with the optimum learning environment and opportunities
to learn Chinese leading to improved student standards in oral and written skills.

1. 25th Anniversary Celebration

The year 2022 marks the 25th year of establishment of the Tasmania Chinese School and all the
teachers, volunteers, parents and friends and also students are excited and wanted to celebrate this
milestone in style, especially given the problems caused by the pandemic such as internet classes,
which after the novelty had worn off, became a distraction and non conducive to learning.

A tentative full program of varied acts has been prepared to be held at the Moonah Arts Centre to
showcase the diversity of Chinese culture including the following:

e Three and a half sentences — a traditional Chinese dialogue between four performers
e Tang Dynasty poetry recital

e Dance — Vitality Everywhere

e Choral —Songs Jasmine & Edelweiss

e Dances - Xinjiang Dance & the Red Red Sun

e Dance — Carriage of the Dragon King

e Beijing Song - Ode to the Pear Flower

e The TCS School song — You Are Our Future

Activities outside the auditorium include various games and competitions, some involving parents
and student and anexhibition of works by many of the students. Gifts and prizes will be awarded and
the emphasis will be on having fun and allowing the local community an opportunity getting to know
just a glimpse of the many different Chinese cultures.




Details:

Time: 12:30pm — 3:30pm
Date: Saturday 10/12/2022
Venue: Moonah Art Centre, 23-27 Albert Rd, Moonah TAS 7009

2. The Purpose of the Celebration

The role of the Chinese School is not just to provide language learning but also to sponsor and
promote Chinese culture through various activities to increase student interest. We try hard to
integrate harmoniously within the Australian community and encourage our students to perform in
nursing homes and other venues such as the annual Lunar New Year Festival.

The pandemic has curtailed many of these activities the last two years and this event gives us the
perfect opportunity to once again allow the students to demonstrate what they have achieved and
at the same time engage with the Australian community in a joyous and meaningful manner.

3. Target Audience

The whole School including the School Committee Members, teachers and volunteers, parents and
friends and most importantly the students will take part to make this a truly memorable and joyous
occasion.

The following will be invited:

e Committee Members of CCAT
e Previous Teachers and Volunteers
e Current Tasmania Chinese School Parents, students, Teachers and Volunteers

e This event will be promoted in many media platforms including TCS Website, Facebook,
WeChat and others.

e Asaresult, we expect that many members of the public will be aware of this event and some
of whom will be attending.

4. School Highline - Chinese Proficiency Test

On December 5, 2021, 22 students from the Tasmania Chinese School signed up to
take the Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi (HSK) test from level 1 to level 5. They achieved very
impressive results with a pass rate of 91%, and an excellence rate as high as 77%. The
school issued certificates, prizes and bonuses to students on September 24, 2022 and would
like to thank the CCAT for its continuing generous cash donations.

HSK is an international standardised test of Chinese language proficiency, which
focuses on the ability of candidates whose first language is not Chinese, to communicate in
life, study and work. An HSK score is authoritative proof of Chinese proficiency. At present,
an HSK pass is required for studying in China, a necessary condition for applying for
scholarships to study abroad and is an important means of teaching evaluation in overseas
Chinese schools. It is used by more and more government departments and multinational
companies as an important recruitment basis for the employment of employees
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National Oral History Project About Australians with Chinese Heritage

Mark Thomson is recording interviews on behalf of the National Library of Australia to
collect oral histories of people in Tasmania with Chinese heritage (not necessarily born in PR
of China). It's a national project, but they're looking for more stories from regional parts of
Australia such as Tasmania.

Here is a link with a bit more information about the project and also some of the other
things they are looking for. Mark is just involved in the oral history aspect, but there may be
other ways members may be able to contribute, if they have an interest :

Australians with Chinese heritage | National Library of Australia (nla.gov.au)




If you are a Tasmanian of Chinese heritage who may be interested in knowing more or doing
an interview with Mark or if you can spread the word about the project, you can contact
him either on this email (marktmigration@gmail.com) or his number is 0410 298 794. As an
example, Brian Chung has participated in providing an oral history and it was a 1 to 2 hour
meeting. Brian noted confidentiality clauses regarding the provided history can be
nominated and encouraged any interested members to participate.

While we are on the subject of Chinese Heritage, Brian Chung, Jan Everett and Debbie
Chung from the Association will join many participants in the Dragon Tails Conference in
Launceston. One of the Keynote speakers is Helene Chung, a former ABC journalist and an
Association member.
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Bon Voyage Wen Da Tan!

The Committee of CCAT wish to thank Wen Da Tan for his long service including time as a
Committee member and his contribution to the Association. We are sad to see Wen Da and
his family leave Tasmania but we wish him well in his new endeavours in Melbourne.

Wen Da’s Jow Ga Tasmania Martial Art Academy based at our clubhouse enhanced the
Association’s contribution to the wider community in Hobart and the Academy will be a loss
to us all. In particular we will miss the Academy’s contribution to the Lunar New Year
Festival. We look back with fondness and delight at the astonishing and colourful
performances presented by the Academy pupils at the Festival which for many years
delighted many patrons young and old.

At our Mid-Autumn Festival Luncheon earlier in September, Cynthia and children from the
Association provided exciting entertainment. One could see the joyous looks in the
audience. The Tan family will be sorely missed.

We also thank Wen Da for his donation of Academy equipment. They will be a reminder to
us of happy times.
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CCAT Lunar New Year Festival — 22 January 2023
After a break of two years, planning is underway by the CCAT Committee for the 9™ Lunar
New Year Festival which will be held at the Parliament House lawns on Sunday, 22 January
2023, 10.00am to 4.00pm. James Lee is co-ordinating planning for the event with counsel
from Daniel Chan and Brian Chung. As in past years Master Wang will provide the support of
the Tasmanian Buddhist Academy in assisting the Association in staging the event and we
humbly owe him and members of the Academy many thanks. We hope Association
members will promote the event and encourage their families and friends to attend.
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Useful information in your language

Below are topics Association members may need information on. Links to these topics are
provided by the Tasmanian Government. With the Newsletter open on your computer
screen and your internet open - to access a topic, move your cursor over the topic then
press the “Ctrl” key + Click to open the link
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Australian Citizenship test resource

Department of Health and Aged Care - General

booklet & K A1) I, K X 7 B F M
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/citize
nship/test-and-interview/our-common-
bond

Australian Values — Life in

Australia booklet M XA M-AEN—
— B RAN A FDMF
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/help-
support/meeting-our-
requirements/australian-values

Beginning a Life in Australia booklet /&
MK A IS A EF A

https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/settlin

g-in-australia/settle-in-
australia/beginning-a-life-in-australia

Domestic/family violence and your visa
KB ) Fa fR 09 B 4E
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/
domestic-family-violence-and-your-
visa/how-we-can-help

Adult Migrant English Program (AMEP)
MAFE K 325 R42 (AMEP)

https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/settlin

g-in-australia/amep/information-in-

information T4 Aok FI I - —KFE L
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/translated

COVID-19 vaccines 2019 &k % &% 5 5
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-
programs/covid-19-vaccines/translations

COVID-19 oral treatments COVID-19 o fR:& 57
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/translated/
coronavirus-covid-19-oral-treatments-for-covid-
19-other-languages

Scamwatch — protect yourself from scams 5 £ 3
- R AT RTIER
https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/about-
scamwatch/tools-resources/in-your-language

Services Australia — Centrelink and Medicare # X
A LR %+ S Centrelink A= Medicare
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/informatio
n-your-language

Your workplace rights and obligations &5 T4&
5 B A A e 3L %

https://www.fairwork.gov.au/tools-and-

languages

Australian centre to Counter Child
Exploitation & K A 474 )L F| H] P
'S https://www.accce.gov.au/

eSafety Commissioner — be safe online
CFRetR - EA%E
https://www.esafety.gov.au/diverse-
groups/cultural-linguistic/translations

resources/language-help

Tax matters #. 4 % &
https://www.ato.gov.au/General/Other-

languages/

Australian Cyber Security Centre (ACC) # X #] I
M 244248 (ACC)
https://www.cyber.gov.au/information/translate
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Christmas “B Y O” Luncheon “BHREY” ZREF B
Date: Sunday 4 December 2022 H#5: 2022512 F 4 H 23 H
Time: 12:00 noon B B 128

Venue: CCAT Clubhouse, 7 Burnett
Wk BERABEEEH
Place, North Hobart

The CCAT Christmas Luncheon will be held at the Clubhouse on Sunday, 4 December 2022
commencing at 12 noon. As usual there will be no charge BUT each attending adult will be required
to bring a plate of food to be shared at the luncheon. The Club will provide steamed rice, fruits, tea
and coffee.

In order to make the occasion more festive, can each adult please bring a wrapped but unnamed
present (costing not less than $10) to be put under the Christmas tree. He/she will then be given a
numbered ticket. When the number is drawn, the ticket holder will have the opportunity to select a
present from the pile of presents that have been contributed.

Adults bringing children are requested to prepare for each child a wrapped Christmas present
clearly marked with the child’s FULL NAME. The presents will be grouped under the Christmas tree
for “Santa Claus” to give away to the child.

All members and friends are welcome to attend this joyous event with good food and lively
entertainments. ***RSVP is to assist with catering. ***
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RSVP by Monday 28 November 2022 to:
BORAE 2022 5 11 A 28 5 EH—RTHOT BAL, ARZHRERHK

Ruby Lee: ruby88@iinet.net.au 0411 789 367
Lily Chan: aaalilchan@gmail.com 0402 410 481

Brian Chung: bfc.chung@gmail.com 0408 127 016
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