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2023 President’s Report

Dear Members,

Thank you and welcome to the 2024 Annual General Meeting. It has been my great privilege to
have served as President of CCAT and with the support of our members and the dedication and
hard work by our Management Committee, | believe 2023 has proved to be another fruitful year for
CCAT.

e Tasmania Chinese School, under the continuous leadership of Principal Kim Phong and
Administrator Gar Foong, is heading into the 26" year of successful operation. The School’s
End of Year Ceremony was held on Sunday 10 December 2023 at the Moonah Arts Centre,
where students showcased their Chinese language, painting and dancing skills learnt at the
school to their parents and friends. Thanks to the enthusiastic hard-working teachers and
the talented students for staging such marvellous performances that were enjoyed by all.

e CCAT successfully held its 10th Lunar New Year Festival at the Parliament Lawns on Sunday
11 February 2024, celebrating the Year of the Dragon with an estimated record attendance
of about 8,400 over the day. This was a great turnout considering so many competing
prominent events such as the 150" Hobart Cup, the 186 Royal Hobart Regatta and the
Tasmanian Wine Festival being held on the same day. We were honoured to have the
Governor of Tasmania, Her Excellency the Honourable Barbara Baker AC, Simon Behrakis MP
representing the Premier, and Councillor Dr Zelinda Sherlock representing the Lord Mayor
officiating at the Opening Ceremony. We are grateful for the participation and support by
many local organisations and Asian communities, particularly the Tasmanian Chinese
Buddhist Academy for decorating the festival site with colourful inflatable Dragon and arch
and performing the fantastic Lion and Dragon dances. We must thank all our sponsors
including the Tasmanian Government and City of Hobart for their continued support, our
Festival Chairman James Lee for his enthusiasm and full dedication, together with great
efforts from our supportive members and volunteers in making the 2024 Festival such a
huge success.

e The annual Chinese New Year Celebration Dinner held at the Kwan Ho Chinese Restaurant in
Wrest Point on Monday 12 February 2024 was well attended by 160 members, friends, and
guests. Everyone was happy with the delicious banquet dishes and went home hands full
with gifts donated by our generous sponsors.

e CCAT has continued to celebrate traditional Chinese cultural events with our members at
our clubhouse - the Dragon Boat Festival on 18 June 2023 and the Mid-Autumn Festival on
24 September 2023. Both lunch events were well supported by members and friends, and
funds raised from the functions contribute to ongoing Club expenses.

e CCAT also celebrated local events with our members and friends, like the popular family
Easter Picnic at the Queens Domain as well as the annual Christmas luncheon at the
clubhouse during 2023.
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e CCAT is helping the Tasmanian Museum & Art Gallery in the planning of a public exhibition
on the Chinese contribution to the Tasmanian community as a key part of the "Home: Here
& Now" project. Several CCAT members have contributed historical items for this exhibition
as well as participating in oral histories. This exhibition is scheduled to be launched during
June 2024 and will be open to the public throughout Tasmania until the end of January
2026.

e CCAT is participating in a City of Hobart review of their investment in the community.

e CCAT is contributing to the management of Multicultural Council of Tasmania (MCOT) and
Council on the Ageing (COTA). Paul Lan is currently a Member of the Tasmanian Policy
Council, a sub-committee of COTA.

e CCAT is being recognised as a significant community organisation in Tasmania as proven by
our continuing participation in relevant community activities held by all levels of
government such as the recent representation by Brian Chung at the Equal Opportunity
Tasmania Action Against Racial Discrimination Forum.

e The Migrant Resources Centre has continued to hold social support group activities at the
CCAT Clubhouse on Thursdays and many of our elderly members enjoy the delicious lunches
cooked by Mrs Chia as well as the social activities.

e CCAT has a good working relationship with the Consulate General of China in Melbourne,
and we have been invited to attend the receptions in Melbourne, celebrating the 74t
anniversary of the Founding of the People’s Republic of China on 27 Sep 2023 and the
Chinese New Year on 2 February 2024. CCAT members also attended the Chinese Film Week
in Hobart hosted by the China Consulate General during 1-7 September 2023.

e During 2023/24, we sadly lost two of our senior members — Mrs Helen King Yip Yan and Mr
Chris Chien Feng Chan. They will be fondly remembered by us all.

My sincere thanks to the 2023 Management Committee for their ongoing support and hard work,
enabling CCAT to realize its achievements over the past year. | wish to thank Albert Ng for his
efficient management of the CCAT finances, Phillip Chung for his secretarial support, Johnaton Liew
for catering services, Ruby Lee for organising the Easter Picnic, and Vice-President Harry Chung for
maintaining the CCAT clubhouse and managing the Lunar New Year Festival site over many years. |
am humbled and honoured by being entrusted with the leadership role for a total of 6 years during
the last 12 years. | look forward to seeing greater involvement from members of our younger
generation to guide CCAT’s growth into the future. | wish all our members and the incoming
Committee of Management for 2024 a happy, healthy, and prosperous Year of the Dragon!

Daniel Chan OAM
President of the Chinese Community Association of Tasmania (CCAT) for 2012-14, 2018, 2022-23
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