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2024 President’s Report
Dear Members,

Thank you and welcome to the 2025 Annual General Meeting. It has been my great privilege to
have served as President of CCAT and, with the support of our members and growing public
interest in our Association, | believe 2024 has proved to be another productive year. As a first time
President in the 55" year since founding of the CCAT, | have endeavoured to maintain the
trajectory of our public profile so ably established by my predecessors: Daniel Chan, Lily Chan and
Brian Chung.

Tasmania Chinese School, under the leadership of Principal Kim Phong and Administrator Gar
Foong established since 1997 continues to support interest in Chinese Language and Culture for
families. It remains a collective teacher, student and parent effort in learning and sharing and
valuing diversity. The School’'s End of Year Ceremony was held at the Moonah Arts Centre on
Saturday December 7, where students showcased their skills in the performing arts and Chinese
language. An impressive number of students attained excellent results in the worldwide language
Hanyushuiping Kaoshi (HSK examination).

CCAT held its 11™ Lunar New Year Festival at Parliament Lawns Sunday February 2, celebrating
the Year of the Snake. We were honoured to have The Lord Mayor of Hobart, Cr Anna Reynolds,
Kerry Vincent MLC representing the Premier and officiating at the Opening Ceremony. We are
grateful for the participation and support by many local organisations and Asian communities,
particularly the Tasmanian Chinese Buddhist Academy (TCBAA) for decorating the festival site
and adding to the visual spectacle by which the occasion is renowned. We must also thank all our
sponsors including the Tasmanian Government and the City of Hobart for their continued support,
our Festival Chairman James Lee for his vision and energy together with the team effort of
supportive members and active volunteers for making the 2025 Festival a grand success. The
festival organisation, work on stage along with the roaming lion and dragon, involved many
strenuous hours. People like Debbie Chung make it look easy! The event was well covered by
radio interviews (ABC Radio/ MMM) and television. Our event where many interstate visitors were
interviewed was nationally featured by SBS.

The annual Chinese New Year Celebration Dinner Wednesday February 9 was catered by Kwan
Ho Chinese Restaurant in the Boardwalk Gallery, Wrest Point. It was attended by 230 members,
families and friends who shared fine foods, and an evening of entertainment organised by Ruby
Lee and our Vice- President Yanqging Huo. We were honoured by the company of Simon Behrakis
MP and the Consul-General Fang Xinwen who provided an address and joined in the raffle draw
by donating soft toy snakes to the prize pool.

The Easter family picnic held on the Queens Domain is usually the first event on our calendar after
the AGM with a Dongzhi % 2 TiFestival being the last for 2024. The Dongzhi Festival where we
come together to share dumpling soup (’7&) was in line with two other festivals held at the
clubhouse, Duanwujie Im“T3 (Dragonboat Festival) and Zhongqiujie & T5(Harvest Moon



Festival). Thanks to Johnaton Liew who was well supported in the kitchen by volunteers and, apart
from children’s games and raffles, entertainment was variously provided by Anna, Liam and
Fay-fay.

The Governor of Tasmania, Her Excellency the Honourable Barbara Baker AC invited us to a
reception at Government House to celebrate the 55th anniversary of the establishment of the
CCAT. This was held Monday August 5 and was attended by 150 people including members,
fellow associations committees and supporters of CCAT. Ming Court, managed by Johnaton Liew
provided such a memorable dinner to celebrate the anniversary occasion that a similar banquet
was followed later in the year by Chongyang Jie EFH75.

CCAT has a good working relationship with the Consulate General of China in Melbourne, and we
have been invited to attend receptions in Melbourne celebrating the 75" anniversary of the
Founding of the People’s Republic of China Friday, September 27 and the Chinese New Year on
Friday, January 17 2025. CCAT members also attended the Chinese Film Week in Hobart from
October 31 hosted by the China Consulate General during 2024.

CCAT was a proud contributor to the Tasmania Museum & Art Gallery ( TMAG ) in the public
exhibition ‘Home: Here and Now’ project sponsored by the National Foundation for Australia China
Relations and with exhibits from members. | was one of the keynote speakers at the opening
Thursday July 18. Following this, | was, as your President invited to address Rotary August 26 on
being Chinese in Hobart, Friends of TMAG September 26 and University of the Third Age (U3A)
November 21 ‘Moving on from the White Australia Policy’. Some of these were recorded. | have
also attended forums and events organised by the Hobart City Council and the Department of
Home Affairs, FOCAT, ACFS and the Terrapin Puppet Theatre.

At various times through the year our clubhouse has been used to serve MRC organised lunches
and support ongoing sessions in mahjong and taichi. | ran some school holiday programs and also
spoke to a group on the Health Benefits of learning a language Thursday, June 12. My intention is
to see more of us stepping up to facilitate similar cultural past-times routines at the clubhouse as
well as ‘special’ one off events.

My sincere thanks to the 2024 Management Committee for their ongoing support and hard work,
which has enabled the CCAT to consolidate its reputable profile over the past year. In particular, |
wish to thank Albert Ng for his continued involvement, unstinting support and efficient
management of CCAT finances, Vice-President Yanqing Huo for her dedication and expertise,
Phillip Chung for his secretarial support, Ruby Lee for her fun-loving approach in organising
games for the Easter Picnic and Celebration New Year Dinner, Angel Chung for her networking
organisation, Jan Everett who does our raffles, Angela Chung for always being there for the hard
work, Johnaton Liew for providing delicious banquets through the year and of course, Harry Chung
who is always on hand to do maintenance at the clubhouse and provide generous
encouragement as only a big brother can.

| look forward to the continued expansion of the CCAT agenda which will see more members
actively involved in cultural sessions as well as the clubhouse-based banquets. | wish all our
members 2025 a happy, healthy, and prosperous Year of the Snake!
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